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The Mathematics OOC, “Mathematical modelling”, is on a platform 

(http:/smart.miurprogettopps.unito.it) on which the materials produced in the project are being 

tested. The platform sections are illustrated: 

 

 
 

The materials are prepared directly for the students, not only for the teachers. There are currently 

18.000 teachers working within the PP&S project who could use the SMART materials after the 

end of the project life. 

The Maths OOC is for teachers but it is tested directly on students. The learning of Maths is in 

context and the materials are interactive, offering different paths of learning according to the 

students’ competences.  

There has been great discussion, sharing and testing of the materials within the partnership. The 

teachers experimenting the materials have previously been trained thanks to an online course 

organized by the University of Turin staff.  



 
The topics for the SMART Mathematical OOC have been chosen according to the training needs 

questionnaire results, administered in January 2015, and to the real concrete needs of teachers 

which emerged from the discussion between the project partners during the international meetings. 

Activities both for the teachers and their students have been prepared and are now available on the 

platform for the experimentations in the classes. 

The PP&S methodology has been really appreciated in the SMART partnership, also by those 

partners, like the Dutch and the Swedish, who are used to working with advanced calculation 

environments.  

Four areas have been chosen for Mathematics: 

 

 

Marina Marchisio then illustrates the problem format and shows some examples of activities 

published on the project platform: “Capture the drug traders” and “Choosing the right 

accommodation”.  



 
 

 



Some of the proposed problems are those which have already been tested in the Italian PP&S 

Project, re-elaborated by the researchers of the University of Turin who collaborate in the SMART 

Project.  

The methodology is the same that has been adopted for Science: from a contextualized problem to 

the mathematical theorization. All problems contain interective parts on the platform and a system 

of automatic evaluation is used. All didactic materials on the platform contain some assignments 

with the possibility for students of personal paths. All students and teachers involved in the 

experimentation have appreciated the materials proposed. 

 

 
 

The font used for all activities is EasyReading, which allows even the dyslexic students to 

overcome their difficulties. 

In October, at the end of the project life, the Mathematics OOC will be available to all people 

interested in the subject. 

 

 

Anna Brancaccio welcomes Leila Picco and explains that her presence in the conference is 

motivated by the strong necessity to improve the STEM acquisition by female students as only 1-

2% of them in Italy are currently taking part in the competitions dedicated to these important 

subjects (Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, ICT, etc.). This number should be improved and the 

SOROPTIMIST initiatives are going in this direction. 

 

 

 



 


